
 

Ongoing Learning in the Middle of a Pandemic- 
comments from immediate past-chair J. Irwin 

 

 

MANAGING THROUGH A 

PANDEMIC-BY IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR 

JEANNIE IRVINE 

March 2020 was certainly an interesting 

month for SCHOOL.  We had just begun 

our Spring semester, and suddenly the 

world changed.  From March 11th through 

March 13th, the SCHOOL board and 

various committee members went from 

guessing what this pandemic would mean 

to us and to our country, to giving the 

instructors the option of canceling their 

classes, to finding out that SUNY was 

closing at the end of the week (and 

probably would not reopen for the 

semester), to canceling all classes except 

for the Culinary Institute of America trip, 

and finally, to canceling everything.  In 

retrospect, it is easy to see that this was 

the only course of action to take.  But for 

those three days, it was anything but 

obvious.  There was so much time and 

money already invested in the Spring 

semester.  Instructors had put a lot of 

effort into the preparation of their 

courses.  Students would be 

disappointed.  What if we were 

overreacting?  And what if this COVID 

thing just went away ……  But it didn’t.  

And so, we canceled the Fall 2020 

semester as well. Over the summer, the 

board met via Zoom, which beforehand 

was unfamiliar to most of us. But it 

opened up the possibility of having 

classes remotely..  

 

First, we had to find instructors who were 

willing to use that format, and then we had 

to sell it to the membership, which was 

challenging. We had many Zoom practice 

sessions with individuals, but we made it 

work.  

Before the pandemic, we had over 150 

active members. For Spring 2021, we had 

60, and several of them signed up for only 

outdoor hiking. We offered 25 courses 

including 5 hikes, which, in the beginning of 

planning the semester, seemed impossible. 

The comments have been very positive, 

even as people are itching to meet in-

person as soon as they feel safe. It is very 

convenient for many who have mobility 

issues or limited time, and it gives us the 

flexibility to offer classes in seasons where 

people are hesitant to drive. But the 

sentiment is that remote learning is here to 

stay in some form.  On the administrative 

side, we are investigating better ways to 

share information remotely within the 

board and committees.  And they will tell 

you that there is a real learning curve with 

that process, also.   

But this is what “Ongoing Learning” is all 

about.  Not staying stagnant, pushing 

ourselves beyond our comfort zone, sharing 

what we know, and cooperating with each 

other for the common goal of enriching the 

mind, body and spirit. 

In this particularly difficult season in 

history, I would say S.C.H.O.O.L. is doing a 

pretty good job in living up to its name. 
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WISDOM: 

(PER WIKIPEDIA) 

Wisdom, sapience, or 

sagacity is the ability to 

contemplate and act 

using knowledge, 

experien;ce, 

understanding, 

common sense, and 

insight.  Wisdom is 

associated with 

attributes such as an 

unbiased judgment, 

compassion, 

experiential self-

knowledge, self-

transcendence and non-

attachment, and vitures 

such as ethics and 

benevolence. 

KNOWLEDGE: 

A familiarity, 

awareness, or 

understanding of 

someone or something, 

such as facts, skills, or 

objects.  Knowledge 

can be acquired in 

many different ways 

and from many sources, 

including but not limited 

to perception, reason, 

memory, testimony, 

scientific inquiry, 

education, and practice. 
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Dear S.C.H.O.O.L ers 
 

Greetings from our new home in what the locals call 

Metro West Boston.  We’re so proud of 

S.C.H.O.O.L. for persevering through the 

pandemic.  There are three Lifelong Learning groups in 

this area but they have yet to revive themselves and 

get their college connections to allow them back on 

campus. 

 

Jerry continues to do his carving. He has a whole new 

market for his work. Loons and puffins are the current 

favorites. He also leads a 40 minute excise group 5 days 

a week. And yes, that includes tightening your butt and 

pulling in your belly button from his days in the pool. 

(Except we are on a dry rug)  

 

I have started a monthly book club and a weekly 

knitting and crochet session. I’m also keeping my brain 

sharp by learning a new and challenging game: 

Majhong.  

 

We’ve been able to attend many of our 

grandson’s baseball and hockey games. Our 

granddaughter is winning medals for archery. At the 

Middle School’s end-of-year program, she read her 

original poem “The Last 5 Minutes of 8th Grade” and 

we were there in the front row of the football bleachers 

to applaud. 

 

Together we are Ambassadors who meet new residents, 

take them to their first few meals and answer any 

questions. One lady refers to us as her Dorm 

Parents.  Starting with 8 residents in June 2020, we now 

reached 150 in August 2021. We have learned many 

touching stories of people’s past life experiences as well 

as their hopes for their future here. 

 

Jan & Jerry Peters 

  

A Message from 
our SCHOOL 
Founders 

“Knowledge is knowing what to say.  

Wisdom is knowing when to say it.” 

-Unknown author 

-photo by Shirley Martin 



 

  

A Most Memorable Trip- Thoughts from Nancy V-  

I have enjoyed so many SCHOOL classes, hikes and trips.  I believe my very favorite was the 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden trip to see the annual train exhibit.  It featured miniatures of 
many famous and familiar NYC buildings all made from natural materials.  Even the 
windows were made from tree sap so they glowed with the light coming through.  Even 
though this trip was in December, it was evident that the gardens were beautiful and I 
would love to visit at another time of year.  We enjoyed a very nice lunch which was 
catered on the grounds.  The bus trip was fun with lots of conversations and meeting new 
people. 

 

 

Introduction to 
Poetry 

by Billy Collins 

 

I ask them to take a 

poem 

and hold it up to the 

light 

like a color slide 

 

or press an ear 

against its hive. 

 

I say drop a mouse 

into a poem 

and watch him probe 

his way out, 

or walk inside the 

poem's room 

and feel the walls for 

a light switch. 

 

I want them to 

waterski 

across the surface of 

a poem 

waving at the 

author's name on the 

shore. 

But all they want to 

do 

is tie the poem to a 

chair with rope 

and torture a 

confession out of it. 

 

They begin beating it 

with a hose 

to find out what it 

really means. 

 

 

Poetry has always sustained me in times of emotional need and I also just plain enjoy reading a 

poem now and then, especially before going to sleep.  Recently I found a book in the library which 

is a memoir by Jill Bialosky entitled “Poetry Will Save Your Life.”  Her basic premise is that certain 

poems describe parts of her life and help give meaning in times of grief, happiness, or just 

everyday living. What is especially interesting to me is that she chose some of my favorite poems – 

from Robert Frost’s “The Road Not taken”, to Robert Louis Stevenson’s “The Swing”, “We Real 

Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks, “I,Too” by Langston Hughes, and Psalm 23.  

 Ms. Bialosky chose 51 poems. I don’t know how many I would choose although I think it could be 

an interesting way to construct a memoir. I also like the number 51. For me, that would mean 

reading and thinking about a poem each week for a year, and then using the 52nd week to plan the 

next year’s selections.  Some that I would add these to the ones already mentioned: “Still I Rise” by 

Maya Angelou, “The Tyger” by William Blake, “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes, “The Duel” by 

Eugene Field, “Trees by Joyce Kilmer, “Polonius’ Advice to Laertes from Hamlet” by William 

Shakespeare, “Wild Geese” by Mary Oliver, “Epistle to be Left in the Earth” by Archibald MacLeish, 

“Pity this busy monster, manunkind” by e.e.cummings, “Jaberwocky” by Lewis Carroll, 

“Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, and finally (for now)  two song lyrics – “Desperado” by Don Henley and 

“Anthem” by Leonard Cohen. 

What would you include in your personal poetry collection?   

I’ll end this article with one more by Billy Collins, which shows the frustration of the 

poet/teacher 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..>>>>> 

 

Poetry and Me – by Millie Wiegand 

 

https://allpoetry.com/Introduction-to-Poetry
https://allpoetry.com/Introduction-to-Poetry


 

CONTACT US AT :WWW.COBYSCHOOL.COM                  E-MAIL: SCHOOL@cobleskill.edu                                                                                    
Phone (messages only): 518-255-5463    Or US Mail:  S.C.H.O.O.L , PO Box 576, Cobleskill, NY 12043 
 
                        

 
 

S.C.H.O.O.L. 2021 Fall Semester Classes- 
Go to cobyschool.com or local libraries for more details 
 
The course title listing and timing for the Fall Semester includes the following 

(* means additional fees apply): 

• About Therapy Dogs 9/27 

• Everyone has Stories to Tell (Self-publishing) 10/4 

• GMOs and Feeding the Future 10/18 

• Precision Agriculture 10/25 

• Tour of Summit Cemetery 9/20 

• Historic New York Landmarks 11/1 

• Fit for Life 9/13 

• What’s for Lunch?  (healthy cooking) 6 Various Tuesdays S-N 

• Paradise Lost: American Imperialism in the Caribbean T- Oct-Nov 

• The World of Trees 9/7 

• Beginning Quilters III  Various T O-N 

• Herkimer Home State Historic Site and Hike 9/21 * 

• Gems and Jewelry 9/8 * 

• Make it with Clay 9/8 * 

• Mixed Arts 10/6 * 

• Gift Making 11/3 * 

• Tai Chi 9/29 

• Conversational Italian Various W 9/22-11/10 

• Along the Erie Canal 10/28 

• Covid Update 10/7 

• Andy’s Trail Hike 9/16 

• Wine Tasting at Middleburgh Winery 9/23 * 

• Cobleskill History Tour 9/9 * 

• High Tea at Miss Lodema’s Tea Room 11/4 * 

• Hike at Five Rivers Environmental Ed Center 10/14 

• Empire State Aerosciences Museum 9/9 * 

• Otsego Lake Boat Tour on Glimmerglass Queen 9/30 * 

• Historic Main St Jefferson 9/10 

• Joseph Berner - Pioneer of Barnerville 11/12 

• Tesla Road Trip to Sunny Florida 10/1 

• Tesla Road Trip to the Canadian Rockies 10/8 

• The Adler Hotel – From the Heyday to Present Day 10/29 

• If the Streets Could Talk – Historical Overview of Sharon Springs -

11/5 

• Beekeeping/ Honey Harvest 9/18, 9/24, 9/25 

• Intro to Winter Sowing 10/18 

• Birding How-To 9/17, 9/18, 9/25 

• Dr. Talk 11/19 

• Book Chat Various F 9/24-11/19 

• Who is Libby?  10/1 

• New Zealand, Bats, Hiking, and Getting Home in a Time of 

Pandemic 10/15 

• Living with Renewable Energy 10/22 

>>>Send us your Ideas and Requests for Spring 2022 Courses!<<<< 

 

WHY NOT BE A 
TEACHER? 

I was one of the first 

teachers to sign up and have 

been teaching history 

classes ever since. It is very 

enjoyable to teach classes to 

folks who also enjoy learning 

about history. In every class 

at least one person says 

"wow I didn't know that." 

And on the flip side I always 

learn something new from 

some of the 

students/scholars 

…….per KAREN CUCCINELLO 

SCHOOL FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

mailto:SCHOOL@cobleskill.edu

